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A~43  JOEEIGJI  EEWS  ON  /JPLES 


THE  i\ESENIC  SPRAY  DIFFICULTY  IN  BRITISH  MAMETS  ^ 
THE  OUTLOOK  FOR  ELmOPEAlJ  iS^PLE  DEMAIjD 


The  month  of  February  witnessed  t  he  passing  of  one  of  the  most  -a' 
severe  crises  ^erican  apples  have  over  encountered  in  Great  Britain. 
The  arsenic  scare,  originating  in  t'ao  cases  of  sickness  attributed  to 
arsenic  on  Anerican  Jonathans  early  in  October,  which  sst  in  folloT/ing 
publicity  given  to  the  trials  late  in  November  of  retailers  for  selling 
such  fruit,  had  a  most  serious  effect  on  cons'omption  and  demand  all 
during  December,  January  and  early  February,    The  consuiner  demand  for 
bright  red  apples,  resembling  the  unfortunate  Jonathan,  was  lifeless 
after  the  middle  of  December.     Continued  prosecutions  and  publicity 
during  January  reached  even  the  I'Jr-ivtown  after  the  middle  of  the  month. 
At  times  it  was  even  asked  that  all  American  boxed  apples  be  excluded. 

The  extent  of  the  publicity  is  demonstra.ted  by  the  fact  that 
between  January  1  and  February  22  over  700  insertions  of  articles  on 
"Arsenic  on  Apples"  appeared  in  the  British  press.    The  effect  of  this 
on  actual  cons-'omption  would  be  difficult  to  measure,  but  its  effect  on 
prices  was  very  apparent,  as  the  following  Liverpool  auction  quotations 
show : 


Extra  Fancy  Jonathan  Extra  Fancy  Wine sap  Extra  Fancy  Newtown 

Nov.  11-15  14/-  15/-  to  17/5 

13  15/6  17/- 

25  14/6  to  15/6  19/- 

Dec.     2  14/-  to  15/-  19/-  to  20/- 

9  12/6  15/-  17/6  to  18/3  . 

16  12/5  to  14/9  14/-  16/6 

Jan.     6  12/-  to  13/-  11/&  15/-  to  15/5 

13  11/-  to  11/6  14/6  to  15/6 

20  (none  sold  —  market  ll/-  to  ll/5)  15/-  to  15/3 

27  11/-  to  11/5  14/6  to  15/6 

Feb.    3  10/-  to  10/9  14/5 

10  10/6  to  11/6  15/3  to  15/5 

17  10/6  to  11/6  15/-  to  15/3 
24  13/-  to  13/3 

Fortunately,  through  the  persistent  efforts  of  all  interested  in 
the  apple  deal  on  this  side,  a  full  supply  of  apples  has  been  kept  before 
the  British  people  all  during  the  time  of  their  uncertainty  about  the 
wholesom.eness  of  imported  fruit.     This  was  hardly  true  of  the  grocery  de- 
partments of  some  of  the  large  stores,  as  they  were  somewhat  reluctant 
to  stock  ^erican  apples,  but  the  "little  shop  around  the  corner''  kept 
its  bins  stacked  high  with  all  of  our  varieties  at  all  times. 
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Market  Conditions  Inroroving 

During  the  last  few  vreeks  the  puolicity  relating  to  "Arsenic 
on  Apples"  has  taken  a  turn  that  is  giving  the  consinner  reneTred  con- 
fidence in  apples.     There  has  "been  less  of  the  "quick  death"  tone  of 
Warning,  and  there  have  "been  no  notices  of  deaths  caused  by  apples. 

American  apple  producers  and  shippers  nust  give  the  British 
fruit  trade  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  its  efforts  in  meeting  the 
difficulties  arising  from  the  arsenic  "scare".     Our  losses  undoubted- 
ly would  have  been  nrach  greater  and  the  scare  r.orc  far-reaching  in 
effect  if  the  wholesalers  had  not  given  their  united  support  to  over- 
coming the  problems  involved.     It  was  to  the  wholesalers^  own  interests, 
it  is  true,  to  lend  every  assistance  possible  with  the  crop  movement 
already  well  under  way,  but  the  attitude  toward  handling  a  similar 
situation  in  coming  years  is  likely  to  be  different.     American  producers 
are  going  to  have  to  shoulder  the  responsibility  for  th©  recurrence  of 
such  a  situation  in  the  future.    The  British  fruit  trade  will  give 
every  reasonable  assistance  possible  in  the  marketing  of  the  crop,  but 
it  will  have  to  be  assured  that  American  producers  are  holding  up  their 
end  of  the  deal. 

While  the  retail  trade  was  greatly  upset  during  Janua.ry  by  the 
continued  prosecutions  of  its  members  (the  widespread  publicity  caused 
many  cases  of  sickness  to  be  diagnosed  as  "arsenical  poisoning"  and 
retailers  were  being  asked  for  damages  by  their  customers),  this  type 
of  difficulty  has  now  been  largely  overcome.    The  wholesale  trade, 
through  the  National  Federation  of  Fruit  and  Potato  Trades  Association 
(incorporated)  Ltd.,  took  aggressive  action  toward  the  reassurance  of 
the  retailers,  and  these  m.easurcs  quickly  reinforced  the  morale  of  the 
retail  trade.    Some  importers  even  went  so  far  as  to  insure  all  of  the 
buyers  of  their  apples  against  the  cost  of  prosecution.     These  efforts, 
together  with  the  less  alarming  tone  of  publicity,  have  had  a  very 
salutary  effect  upon  the  volume  of  sales.     Some  London  retailers  state 
that  their  apple  sales  are  fully  up  to  the  normal,  although  this  is 
not  universally  true  by  any  m.eans  .     It  is  probable  that  the  scare  in 
the  provinces  is  only  barely  passing  the  acute  stages. 

Outlook  for  I'Towtowns  Promising:;  —    Red  Varieties  Uncertain 

For  three  reasons,  -  i.e.,  the  shortness  of  the  crop;  very  favor- 
able arssnic  analyses  of  riood  Hiver  fruit;  and  the  genuinely  good  eat- 
ing quality  and  general  merchandising  satisfaction  with  the  variety, 
it  may  be  said  that  the  Ilewtown  is  in  a  strong  position  for  the  balance 
of  the  winter.     The  Ortlay,  liavir^g  also  established  its  reputation  on 
this  side  during  the  last  couple  of  years,  will  follow  Uewtown  values 
very  closely. 
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Iied  varieties  cannot  "be  vi|^7ed  in  nearly  so  favorable  a  light. 
Stocks,  however,  are  not  heavy/past  losses  on  Jonathans,  Spitzenburgs , 
V;^inesaps  and  Baldwins  v;ill  continue  to  discourage  consignments.     It  is 
also  true  that  the  " "black  eye"  given  any  red  apple  resemhlirig  the 
Jonathan  has  helped  such  less  red  ^'arieties  as  Rome  Beauty  and  York 
Imt)erial.    The  latter,  es'oecially,  has  been  in  strong  demand  ond  has 
continuously  shown  good  va.lues.     '7ith  the  disappearance  of  the  York 
Imperial^  however,  and  with  the  contjn\\ed  disappointment  in  the  appear- 
ance of  our  "liver-colored"  Baldwins  it  is  altogether  possible  that 
demand  for  red  apples  may  be  switched  to  the  'Tine sap.     By  the  time  this 
reaches  the  /jTierican  reader,  or  even  before,  Vvinesap  values  in  Great 
Britain,  owing  to  these  causes,  may  present  a  pleasant  sui-prise.  (March 
10  auction  prices  at  Liverpool  indicate  a  2/0  -  3/0  advance  over  late 
February  quotations.)    But  it  is  doubtful  if  the  prejudiced  demand  for 
any  apple  that  resembles  a  Jonathan  will  right  itself  sufficiently  to 
absorb  normal  q-^oant it ie s . 

Except  for  Rhode  Island  Greenings  and  Golden  Russets,  barreled 
apples  from.  Nova  Scotia,  Ontario,  New  England  and  ITew  York  ha.ve  been 
very  disappointing  this  year  and  a  large  voliomie  has  passed  'onder  the 
ham-mer  for  less  than  IS/-  ($3.90).     Strong  interest  has  been  m.anifested 
in  Rhode  Island  Greenings  and  this  interest  is  not  liable  to  flag  as 
long  as  this  popular  cooking  ap-ole  continues  to  errive  in  good  condition. 
The  Golden  Russets  are  always  popula,r,  although  those  from  Canada  have 
not  this  winter  realized  their  usual  high  value  because  of  their  appear- 
ance.    The  same  nnay  also  bo  said  of  the  Albermarle  pippin. 

'^0  Arsenic  Sc^re  on  Continent, 

The  demand  in  Holland,  Germany,  Bemnark,  ITorway  and  S^.-'eden  has 
not  been  affected  by  heavy  spray  residue.    Unemployment  and  poor  buying 
power,  however,  unquestionably  are  holding  back  demand  in  Germany,  even 
through  imports  of  American  fruit  are  heavier  this  year  than  last. 
Consignments  to  Holland  for  the  balance  of  the  v,r inter  will  not  truly 
represent  the  consumption  in  that  quarter,  since  sizeable  ^stocks  are  in 
cold  storage  in  the  vicinity  of  Rotterdam.    These  were  discharged  from 
earlier  Panama  ships  and  are  now  being  withdrawn  to  meet  the  demand. 
This  pr:^xtice  of  storing  at  continental  ports  is  certain  to  lengthen  the 
m-^rkcting  season,  projecting  it  into  the  spring  months,  and  eventually 
will  tend  to  increase  the  total  quantity  consumed  in  continental  countries. 


EDTJni  SMITH, 
Specialist  in  Foreign  Marketing. 


